Assignment 3: Exploring Information Technology Trends
Assignment 3 allows you to explore an important information system trend. It is worth 10% of your final grade for this course. You should plan to complete and submit it after Lesson 7.
You must do this assignment individually, not as a member of a group or team. The assignment is based on the hardware or software topics in the textbook. You will use the Internet and other resources to research the topic, then prepare a written report and a PowerPoint presentation.
Instructions:
1. Select a topic that interests you from among those listed below. If you wish to consider a topic that is not on this list, you must get approval from your Academic Expert before starting your research.
● Internet of Things (IoT)
● block chain
● artificial intelligence (AI)
● machine learning
● virtual reality (VR)
● augmented reality (AR)
● data visualization
● big data
● data mining
● robotics
● information system acquisition and conversion (switching to the new system)

2.  Research the topic using various sources on the web. The following websites are useful starting points for researching technology issues:
● CIO: http://www.cio.com/
● IT World: http://www.itworld.com/
● McKinsey Consulting: http://www.mckinsey.com/

As well, the Athabasca University Library has many electronic databases that contain the full text of journal articles. You may use Wikipedia as a useful starting point for identifying relevant sources on a topic, but it cannot be considered either authoritative or reliable because Wikipedia sources raise credibility issues. Use APA style to cite the resource used in your work.

You are responsible for completing assignments on your own. Academic misconduct covers a range of offences that will result in penalties and disciplinary action. Plagiarism is considered a breach of academic honesty. Review Athabasca University's Student Academic Misconduct Policy.

3. Write a report that contains

● an introduction to the topic (in plain English)
● the relevance of the topic to business managers (e.g., advantages/benefits versus costs, if known)
● how it can be implemented or how it can contribute to the business success
● examples of products, vendors, or companies that use the technology
● how it may help to solve a business current and future problem
● links to sites where you can find more information
● a statement about the future of the technology (are there barriers to adoption? how prevalent do you think it will become?)

The report should have an introduction that states basic background and relevant definitions. It should also have a conclusion that summarizes important ideas and highlights the main message to take away.

The completed report must be in the form of an analytical report that addresses the points listed above. Review the page titled Writing An Analytical Report for more information on how to write an analytical report.

4. Prepare a PowerPoint presentation that represents the presentation you would give to a business audience or a management team explaining the relevance of your topic, its application to solving a business problem, the strategy for its adoption, and any other elements that may be important to your audience. For each slide, include “notes” that represent what you would say if you were giving the presentation [write the notes in first person form, e.g., “Good afternoon, today I want to talk to you about…”].

For this assignment, you must submit:
· a Word document approximately two pages long, using 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt Times New Roman font. (This page limit recommendation does not include references or appendices.)
AND
· a PowerPoint presentation
When naming your assignment files for submission, be sure to include your last name, the course name, and the assignment number, as in this example: smith_cmis351_assign3.docx




Marking criteria:
Your assignment will be marked according to the following criteria.

Research Report

Comprehension (8 marks):
     Introduction to the topic
     Relevance of the topic to business managers (cost vs benefits)
     Examples of products, vendors, or companies
     Links to sites where you can find more information
     Statement about the future use of the technology

Professionally formatted and written (1 mark)

Clear and concise (1 mark)

/10

PowerPoint Presentation

Comprehension (5 marks):
     Explains the relevance for business
     Explains how it may help to solve a business problem
     Explains how it can be implemented or how it can contribute to the business success

Speaking notes (notes for each slide that indicate what you would say if you were giving this presentation) (3 marks)

Professionally designed (appropriate text size, content formatted for presentation slides) (2 marks)

/10

Total Grade

/20
